per cent.) had syphilis. Dr. Campbell showed that these startling figures were due to the fact that congenitally syphilitic infants were peculiarly selected for attacks by respiratory, gastro-intestinal and specific infections such as measles, which killed them in much larger numbers than infants not so affected.
Dr. Carter pointed out that no pathological findings were advanced to support that assertion, and that therefore all Dr. Campbell's statistics were worthless. He was surprised that so eminent an authority as Dr. Routh should be misled by such untrustworthy evidence in estimating the frequency of congenital syphilis amongst the general population. Greater care should be exercised when presenting these statistics.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. F. LANGMEAD) said it was not his intention to review the whole subject under discussion, but he thought it had been of special value along certain lines. With regard to diagnosis, the subject, on its medical side, had been referred to chiefly in connexion with the Wassermann reaction. There seemed to have been a general consensus Qf opinion among the speakers that a positive Wassermann was good evidence in favour of syphilis after a short time fromn birth. Considerable difference of opinion had been expressed as to the value of a negative Wassermann finding, the balance of judgment seeming to be that a negative Wassermann did not constitute good evidence, though it had some value. An important point which was made by Mr. Addison was the great value of radiography in arriving at a diagnosis of congenital syphilis, especially that of a surgical kind. Mr. Addison emphasized the fact that in syphilitic epiphysitis there was present a widespread bone disease, a fact which that gentleman had amply demonstrated in his opening contribution, and which hitherto had not received its due recognition. He did not feel he was in a position to say very much about Sir Humphry Rolleston's opening address; both Sir Humphry and Dr. Morley Fletcher had made a series of important suggestions as to the way in which syphilis might produce disease unassociated with the Wassermann reaction, and they had both stimulated investigation along the lines of considering the relation of syphilis to infective disease, ductless gland disorders and diseases in other viscera. Such a stimulus was much wanted, but no doubt both would agree that some time must elapse before dogmatic assertions could be made on the points raised. Most important of all, perhaps, was the consensus of opinion which this debate had brought out as to the paramount importance of treating the syphilitic pregnant mother. If the discussion had done nothing more than emphasize this, it would have been amply justified. , Sir HUMPHRY ROLLESTON (in reply) said his first impression was the value of the debate, and particularly of the communications of Mr. Bishop Harman, Mr. Neame, and Mr. Pitts, dealing with their special subjects. The incidence of the disease had revealed a considerable difference of opinion. Dr. Findlay, speaking from his Glasgow experience, believed that congenital syphilis was becoming r4rer, and this view was supported by the observations which were made on the Wassermann reaction at the East End shortly before the war by Dr. Fildes at the London Hospital. Closely bound up -with this was the question of change of type, and here the Section had had the advantage of Dr. Morley Fletcher's experience of over twenty-five years, pointing to a change which might possibly be explained, by an alteration in the strain of spirochate from one that specially attacked the skin, to one which attacked the viscera and the nervous system. This. also seemed to be borne out by Mr. McDonagh's statement as to the frequency of cases in which the early stage of syphilis had been missed altogether, the tardive or late manifestations being the first recognized.
He regretted that more was not heard from Mr. McDonagh, especially as to a provocative dose. The only speaker who touched on this point was Dr. Morley Fletcher, who frankly stated he had not met with a case in which such a dose had really proved provocative in a child. With regard to the cerebrospinal fluid, there were of course considerable difficulties associated with performing lumbar puncture widely in children, and the few observations which had been made on that did not lend much support to the thesis that some cases of congenital syphilis, particularly those attacking the pituitary body, might be missed because the blood Wassermann only was examined. With regard to the endocrine glands, which though speculative might eventually prove of considerable importance, Sir F. W. Mott said that in the cases in which he had examined the pituitary body he had failed to find the spirochtete in the gland. The other speaker who referred to the endocrine glands was Mr. Pitts, who raised the interesting question whether syphilis, attacking the parathyroids and so disturbing the calcium 'metabolism, might account for diseases of the teeth. On that point more would be learned later on.
There was, further, the interesting point as to the way in which syphilis and acute infections interacted. Dr. Morley Fletcher pointed out that in some cases a bronchiectasis and fibrosis of the lung might be explained by the presence of syphilis whose manifestations were otherwise latent. A related point was the way in which acute infections might stir up latent syphilis and bring out the ordinary manifestations of the disease. He agreed with Dr. Morley Fletcher that though it was possible for syphilis to act in complicated ways in producing granular kidney, through the glands, there was yet no proof available that this was the case.
The general feeling of the vital importance of the ante-natal treatment of syphilis and the satisfaction evoked by Dr. Findlay's 100 per cent. successes had only been modified by Dr. Routh, whose very great experience did not fully support such a cheerful view. The profession had perhaps been rather afraid of pushing mercury in infants and children to the extent which was desirable, and Dr. Morley Fletcher had done much service in insisting on this point.
